
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science – 
• Explore labor standards 

and the impact on human 
health, i.e. child labor & 
development 

• Investigate the types of 
chemicals used as 
pesticides and discuss 
their impact on human 
health 

• Discuss the pros and 
cons of organic farming 

Geography – 
• Locate where common 

products were made 
• Trace the journey of goods  

across the globe 
• Discuss the 

interdependencies produced 
by globalization of trade 

History – 
• Connect the struggle for labor rights to other human 

rights movements, i.e. civil rights, suffrage, immigration 
• Explore the history of the labor movement 
• Discuss how industrial development impacts labor rights 
• Discover the impact of labor standards on national 

policies and economies, i.e.  foreign policy, depressions, 
trade 

• Analyze the effects of globalization on labor, i.e. IMF, 
World Bank, NAFTA, FTAA, Fair Trade 

Art / Music – 
• Explore self-expression in 

other cultures through 
children’s and worker’s art 

• Discover the musical traditions 
of the labor movement 

Math – 
• Incorporate labor data into word problems 
• Use labor statistics to discuss trends and 

make predictions 
• Use profit and salary figures to discuss 

percentages, proportions, fractions, pie 
charts 

• Discuss budgeting by comparing and 
contrasting the expenses of a third world 
laborer and a first world laborer 

English – 
• Read personal accounts of 

laborers across the globe 
• Respond to media and 

advertising claims about 
labor practices 

• Research and debate the 
issues, i.e. labor standards 
vs. jobs, wages vs. profit 

• Write persuasive letters and 
essays to representatives, 
corporations, etc. 

Economics – 
• Investigate the 

relationships in the global 
distribution of money, 
production facilities, raw 
materials 

• Research and evaluate the 
impacts of trade policies 
on local economies, 
working conditions, living 
conditions 

Where do 
Labor Rights 
fit into your 
curriculum? 



 
 
 
 

Grade Lesson Name Topic Curriculum Link Organization Notes 

6-8 
9-12 

Introduction to Hazardous Child Labor in 
U.S. History and U.S. Child Labor Laws Child Labor - US Social Studies, 

History 
Child Labor Education 
Project Lesson 1 in PDF 

6-8 
9-12 Geography of Hazardous Labor Child Labor - Intl Social Studies, 

Geography 
Child Labor Education 
Project 

Lesson 2 in PDF; Link in 
lesson is broken. Use 
this link.  

6-8 
9-12 

Comparing Economies of Countries 
Where Hazardous Child Labor Persists Child Labor - Intl Geography, 

Economics 
Child Labor Education 
Project Lesson 3 in PDF 

6-8 
9-12 

How American Lives Are Touched by 
Child Labor Child Labor - Intl 

Social Studies, 
Geography, 
English, History, 
Economics 

Child Labor Education 
Project 

Lesson 4 in PDF; Link in 
lesson is broken. Use 
this link. 

6-8 
9-12 

American Students As Consumers - How 
They Can Contribute to the Global Effort 
to Eliminate Hazardous Child Labor 

Child Labor - Intl 
Geography, 
Economics, 
Business 

Child Labor Education 
Project 

Lesson 5 in PDF; 2nd 
Link in PDF is broken. 

6-8 
9-12 

Work Forced - Exploring Issues Facing 
Young Farm Workers Child Labor - Intl 

American History, 
Civics, Language 
Arts, Social Studies 

New York Times 
Learning Network  

1-5 
6-8 
9-12 

Fair Trade Chocolate in the Classroom Fair Trade / 
Child Labor 

Social Studies, 
History Global Exchange Multiple Lessons 

6-8 Lost Futures: The Problem of Child Labor Child Labor Social Studies American Federation 
of Teachers 

$10 Shipping Charge / 
Free pickup 

1-5 Invisible Children Child Labor Social Studies Education 
International 

In the file tree: Human & 
Trade Union Rights -> Child 
Labor -> The Invisible 
Children 

4-5 
6-8 Bonded Labor Bonded Labor Social Studies Free the Slaves More Slavery resources 

here. 

4-5 
6-8 
9-12 

Stand Up and Sing Labor / Reform Music Library of Congress More Labor songs 
available here and here. 

4-6 What is Child Labor? Child Labor Social Studies www.teachervision.co
m  

6-8 
9-12 

Child Slavery and the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor Child Slavery Social Studies, 

History 
Youth Advocate 
Program International 

Includes a PPT 
presentation 

6-8 
9-12 

Commercial Sexual Exploitation of 
Children Child Labor Social Studies, 

History 
Youth Advocate 
Program International 

Includes a PPT 
presentation 

9-12 Must Globalization Mean Sweatshop 
Labor? 

Sweatshops / 
Globalization 

World History, 
Economics, 
American History 

www.teachablemome
nt.org  

8-12 Piecing It Together: Documenting 
Injustice Sweatshops Social Studies, 

History 
The Lower East Side 
Tenement Museum  

9-12 Globalization: The Garment Industry in 
Southeast Asia Sweatshops 

World History, 
Contemporary 
Issues, Economics 

Five Colleges, Inc.  

6-8 
9-12 Sweatshops: Then and Now Sweatshops Social Studies, 

American History 
American Social 
History Project  

6-8 
9-12 

Sweating the Big Stuff - A Lesson About 
Labor Conditions Around the World Sweatshops 

Economics, 
Geography, Global 
History, Social 
Studies 

New York Times 
Learning Network  



 
Grade Resource Name Type Topic Organization Notes 

9-12 A China Reader Articles /  
Readings 

Human Rights 
/ Labor Rights 
/ Child Labor 

AFT 
$2 Shipping 
Charge / Free 
pickup 

9-12 A Burma Reader Articles / 
Readings 

Human Rights 
/ Labor Rights 
/ Child Soldiers

AFT 
$2 Shipping 
Charge / Free 
pickup 

Any Child Labor: Stolen Dreams Photo 
Gallery Child Labor Harvard School of 

Public Health  

Any Child Labor Photo Project Photo 
Gallery Child Labor Tides Center  

Any National Child Labor 
Committee Photo Catalog 

Photo 
Gallery Child Labor Library of Congress  

11-12+ Textbook on Child Labor Textbook Child Labor ILO  

Any Child Labour Movie Flash 
Movie Child Labor ILO  

3-6 The Carpet Boy's Gift Picture 
Book Child Labor 

Pegi Deitz Shea, 
Tilbury House 
Publishers 

ISBN: 
0884482480 

6-12 Child Laborer Interviews Interview Child Labor ICCLE  

6-12 Youth Toolkit  Child Labor ICCLE  

6-12 Youth Children's Rights 
Newsletter Newsletter Child Labor ICCLE  

6-12 National Labor Committee 
Videos Video Sweatshops / 

Globalization 
National Labor 
Committee  

- David Bally Interview Teacher 
Interview Sweatshops Behind the Label  

- Paula Rogovin Interview Teacher 
Interview Sweatshops Behind the Label  

Any Sweatfree Toolkit  Sweatshops 
Global Exchange / 
Sweat-free 
Communities 

 

6-12 www.responsibleshopper.org Website Corporate 
Responsibility www.coopamerica.org  

  
 


